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Summary 
Jesus continues his public and private teaching on the way to Jerusalem. The Pharisees ask Jesus a 
question about divorce (a hot topic then and now!). Jesus uses the occasion to affirm the creational pattern 
for marriage by taking the discussion back to the beginning (Genesis 2:24).  

On the one hand, Jesus says that divorce was allowed by the law of Moses due to the hardness of heart. 
The heart goes astray and so do marriages in a fallen world. On the other hand, Jesus calls us back to the 
created ideal of marriage in Genesis as God’s best and original plan. As one commentator summarizes Jesus 
overall teaching, “Hence Jesus brilliantly upheld the true significance of the Mosaic law—God’s ideal for 
marriage as well as an exception made on account of people’s hardness of heart—while at the same time 
deepening people’s understanding of both the true intent of the Law and the nature of the marriage union.”   1

Just like Jesus, we should acknowledge the brokenness caused by the hardness of the heart when it comes 
to marriage. Divorce is a reality and the church should be a place where all affected by divorce can find 
healing, grace, and ways to reimagine and re-enter God’s creational intentions for our relationships. The 
same Jesus who calls us back to the high calling of God’s creational design for marriage redeems, forgives, 
and restores those who have been through and affected by divorce. But Jesus in his redemption offers a 
cure for the hardness of heart and the possibility now of living with the grain with God’s created order.  

Discussion Questions: 

1. Why are the Pharisees asking Jesus about divorce? What’s their motive (v. 2)? Look at Mark 
6:14-19, 27. How does John the Baptist’s fate regarding his teaching on marriage help us 
understand the political climate around the Pharisee’s question?   

2. Why do you think Jesus first takes the conversation back to what Moses said? The Pharisees 
saw Moses as the authority. Deuteronomy 24:1-4 is the relevant OT passage. 

3. Why does Jesus say Moses allowed for divorce? Does Jesus say Moses was wrong to do 
that? What does “hardness of heart” mean?  

4. Where does Jesus land the conversation in verse 6? How does this change the whole 
discussion? The Pharisees wanted to know the escape clauses, Jesus wants to teach on the 
true nature of marriage.  

5. How can a narrow focus on the “escape clauses” of divorce miss the point Jesus wants to 
make about marriage in general? 

6. NT Wright makes this observation: “Though in Matthew’s version of [this passage], and in 
Paul’s discussion in 1 Corinthians 7, we find permission for divorce under certain 
circumstances, the present passage is not designed to give detailed case law, or discuss 
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exceptions to the rule, but to state the rule itself as clearly as can be done.”  Is Jesus overruling 2

Moses? How do we understand his seemingly categorical statement against divorce in this 
context? The Pharisees’ question seem to want to find a loop-hole, but Jesus wants to assert 
as firmly as possible God’s design.  

7. Bishop Steve encouraged us to recover the beauty of marriage in a fallen world. In what ways 
can marriage bear witness to God’s redemptive purposes through Jesus Christ? (see 
Ephesians 5:15-33).  

8. Bishop Steve also challenged us to never emphasize the role of marriage to the exclusion of 
singles. Why is this important? Singleness and marriage should both be upheld as ways of 
bearing witness to Christ. Jesus was single!  

Collect for the week: 
The Third Sunday in Lent 

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread 
which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 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