
Evening Prayer for Small Groups 
Group responses are in bold print.  The Leader may begin Evening Prayer with the following 
Scripture:. 

Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

Brief silence may be observed.  

DRAWING NEAR TO GOD 

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our 
 own hearts. 
we have offended against your holy laws. 
we have left undone those things which we ought to 
 have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to 
 have done; 
and apart from your grace, there is no health in us. 
O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Spare all those who confess their faults. 
Restore all those who are penitent, according to your promises declared 
 to all people in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
 that we may now live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
 to the glory of your holy Name. Amen. 

Grant your faithful people, merciful Lord, pardon and peace; that we may be 
cleansed from all our sins, and serve you with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

O Lord, open our lips. 

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

O God, make speed to save us; 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

Praise the Lord. 

The Lord’s name be praised. 



HEARING & RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
Scripture is read and may be followed by group discussion and study. One of the following evening 
Canticles may be said together or responsively after the Scripture is read or to conclude the 
discussion.  

Magnificat     The Song of Mary (Luke 1:46-55) 

My soul magnifies the Lord, * 
 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
For he has regarded * 
 the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from now on, * 
 all generations will call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty has magnified me, * 
 and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on those who fear him, * 
 throughout all generations. 
He has shown the strength of his arm; * 
 he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He has brought down the mighty from their thrones, * 
 and has exalted the humble and meek. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
 and the rich he has sent empty away. 
He, remembering his mercy, has helped his servant Israel, * 
 as he promised to our fathers, Abraham and his seed forever. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
 world without end. Amen. 

Nunc dimittis     The Song of Simeon (Luke 2:29-32) 

Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, * 
 according to your word. 
For my eyes have seen your salvation, * 
 which you have prepared before the face of all people; 
to be a light to lighten the Gentiles, * 
 and to be the glory of your people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
 without end. Amen. 



REMEMBERING GOD’S STORY 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYING FOR GOD’S WORLD 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Collects for the Evening 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech you, O Lord; and by your great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and 
give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give 
rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield 
the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 



PRAYING FOR EACH OTHER 

Prayer requests are shared and a time of open prayer for one another follows. All are 
invited to pray silently or aloud.  

A Prayer of St. John Chrysostom 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplications to you; and you have promised through your well 
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his name you will 
be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be 
best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to 
come life everlasting. Amen. 

GOING OUT TO SERVE GOD’S WORLD 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen  


