
Membership Affirmation 

     I believe Jesus is Lord.  
A. In response to the Gospel, I have been baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, and I seek to live a life of repentance and faith characterized by joy, thanksgiving, and hope. 

B. I believe the Bible is God’s word written and I affirm the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds. 

C. I understand that Church of the Holy Cross affirms the 2008 Jerusalem Declaration as a faithful 
summary of the Christian faith that we endeavor to practice together as an Anglican church. 

     I am a child of God, a disciple of Jesus who seeks to grow to maturity by becoming like him. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, I seek to live by the motto “not my will but yours” and to take up my 
cross daily, in love of God and neighbor, and give my life away. 

     As a result, I am intentionally committed to: 
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Almighty God, look with favor upon us as we 
affirm our commitment to follow Christ and to 
serve in his name. Strengthen us all in our 
Christian vocation of witness to the world, and of 
service to others; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Name (Print) ____________________________ 

Signature ______________________________ 

Children*  ______________________________ 

	    ______________________________ 
*List children who are joining with you along with their 
birthdates and place an asterisk by their name if they have not 
been baptized.   

Mission (Growing Out) 
Living for others as Christ’s 
ambassador (2 Cor. 5.20).


Through faithfulness in my everyday 
life and in ministries of mercy, 
proclamation, and hospitality. 

I will fight against self-absorption..  

Catechesis (Growing Deep) 
Growing in my understanding of the Gospel, the Bible, and their 
implications for my life (Ps 1.2). 


Through study of the Bible, doctrine, spirituality, and ethics. 

I will fight against shallowness. 

Worship (Growing Up) 
Celebrating, praising, yielding to, and engaging with God (Rom 12.1-2).


Through all of life and through the practice of spiritual disciplines, especially 
corporate Sunday worship, Bible reading, prayer, and giving.  
I will fight against idolatry.

Community (Growing In) 
Living a life of love with others at 
Church of the Holy Cross (Jn 13.34)


Through spiritual companionship, 
bearing one another’s burdens, 
supporting leaders, and hospitality.  

I will fight against isolation.  



The Jerusalem Declaration 
The Jerusalem Declaration is the unified statement of beliefs and practices of faithful Anglicans around 
the world. It emerged in 2008 out of the Global Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans (GAFCON) 
movement, a movement resulting from the desire of Anglican Christians, especially in the Global South, 
to present a unified and orthodox witness to the world. By subscribing to the Jerusalem Declaration, we 
stand in solidarity with evangelical Anglicans everywhere. 

In the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit:
We, the participants in the Global Anglican Future Conference, have met in the land of Jesus’ 
birth. We express our loyalty as disciples to the King of kings, the Lord Jesus. We joyfully 
embrace his command to proclaim the reality of his kingdom which he first announced in this 
land. The gospel of the kingdom is the good news of salvation, liberation and transformation for 
all. In light of the above, we agree to chart a way forward together that promotes and protects 
the biblical gospel and mission to the world, solemnly declaring the following tenets of 
orthodoxy which underpin our Anglican identity.
1. We rejoice in the gospel of God through which we have been saved by grace through faith 

in Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. Because God first loved us, we love him and 
as believers bring forth fruits of love, ongoing repentance, lively hope and thanksgiving to 
God in all things.

2. We believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God 
written and to contain all things necessary for salvation. The Bible is to be translated, read, 
preached, taught and obeyed in its plain and canonical sense, respectful of the church’s 
historic and consensual reading.

3. We uphold the four Ecumenical Councils and the three historic Creeds as expressing the 
rule of faith of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church.*

4. We uphold the Thirty-nine Articles as containing the true doctrine of the Church agreeing 
with God’s Word and as authoritative for Anglicans today.**

5. We gladly proclaim and submit to the unique and universal Lordship of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, humanity’s only Savior from sin, judgement and hell, who lived the life we 
could not live and died the death that we deserve. By his atoning death and glorious 
resurrection, he secured the redemption of all who come to him in repentance and faith.

6. We rejoice in our Anglican sacramental and liturgical heritage as an expression of the 
gospel, and we uphold the 1662 Book of Common Prayer as a true and authoritative 
standard of worship and prayer, to be translated and locally adapted for each culture.

7. We recognize that God has called and gifted bishops, priests and deacons in historic 
succession to equip all the people of God for their ministry in the world. We uphold the 
classic Anglican Ordinal as an authoritative standard of clerical orders.

8. We acknowledge God’s creation of humankind as male and female and the unchangeable 
standard of Christian marriage between one man and one woman as the proper place for 
sexual intimacy and the basis of the family. We repent of our failures to maintain this 
standard and call for a renewed commitment to lifelong fidelity in marriage and abstinence 
for those who are not married.



9. We gladly accept the Great Commission of the risen Lord to make disciples of all nations, to 
seek those who do not know Christ and to baptize, teach and bring new believers to 
maturity.

10. We are mindful of our responsibility to be good stewards of God’s creation, to uphold and 
advocate justice in society, and to seek relief and empowerment of the poor and needy.

11. We are committed to the unity of all those who know and love Christ and to building 
authentic ecumenical relationships. We recognize the orders and jurisdiction of those 
Anglicans who uphold orthodox faith and practice, and we encourage them to join us in 
this declaration.

12. We celebrate the God-given diversity among us which enriches our global fellowship, and 
we acknowledge freedom in secondary matters. We pledge to work together to seek the 
mind of Christ on issues that divide us.

13. We reject the authority of those churches and leaders who have denied the orthodox faith in 
word or deed. We pray for them and call on them to repent and return to the Lord.

14. We rejoice at the prospect of Jesus’ coming again in glory, and while we await this final event 
of history, we praise him for the way he builds up his church through his Spirit by 
miraculously changing lives.

*The four Ecumenical Councils refer to the early councils of the Church that affirmed Biblical teaching on 
the Triune nature of God and the person of Jesus Christ. In short, these councils affirmed that Christians 
believe in the Trinity: one God in three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Concerning the 
Son, the councils affirmed that the one person of Jesus Christ has a fully divine nature and fully human 
nature that exist in an inseparable union. 

The Three Historic Creeds refer to the Apostles’ Creed, Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed. The 
Apostles' Creed has its origins in the 2nd century A.D. and became associated with baptismal 
confessions, still used today in our baptismal liturgy. The Nicene Creed emerged out of the Council of 
Nicea and Constantinople in the 4th century A.D. and is used in most eucharistic services of the church. 
The Athanasian Creed first appears around the 6th century A.D. and was adopted as an authoritative 
summary of the Trinitarian teaching of the church father Athanasius. These creeds are called 
“ecumenical” in that they state basic beliefs that Christians in all places, at all times, and across 
denominations have shared. By highlighting the priority of these creeds and early councils, the Jerusalem 
Declaration places itself squarely in the middle of historic, mainstream, orthodox Christianity. 

**The Thirty-nine Articles, referenced in this document, were produced in the 16th century to unite and 
guide Anglicans in matters of doctrine, devotion, and discipline. Though not an exhaustive resource for 
Christian teaching, the Articles historically have marked the boundaries Anglican faith and practice. The 
Thirty-nine Articles continue to be a vital guide today for Biblical, orthodox Anglicanism. (A copy of the 
Articles may be accessed at http://anglicansonline.org/basics/thirty-nine_articles.html.) 


