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THE PLOT OF GOD’S STORY | SESSION 2 

LEARNING OUR SCRIPTS 
Your life is a pretty amazing story, filled with joys and sorrows, twists and turns, that have formed you into the 
person you are today. And it is not finished yet. No matter your age, there are new joys to be discovered, new 
truths to learn, new relationships to form, new opportunities to face and new challenges to overcome.  

Although each of us has a unique story, we share a common reality: Life forces us to make a number of big 
decisions...Go to college? Join the army? Jump into the work force? Stay near home? Move across the country 
(or even travel the world!)? Get married? Enjoy being single? We face a never ending series of choices in our life.  

Behind these big questions lurk deeper ones, questions of meaning and purpose: What are we aiming for? What is 
life actually about?  

Our story takes shape in significant ways through each of the decisions we make. We do not face these decisions 
alone, however. In fact, every one of us has been handed a ‘script.’ We may not always be aware of it, but our 
parents, our friends, and the media have all kinds of ideas about how we should make these decisions and why.  

These ‘scripts’ are the expectations people place on us regarding what they believe our life ought to look like. 
Usually they are written in pencil (meaning they do not control us), but they can be pretty persuasive. If you grow 
up in a family that places a lot of emphasis on academics, joining the army right out of high school might not be an 
easy decision to make. You will be expected to go to college. But, if your family values patriotism and skilled labor, 
joining the army right out of high school might be applauded as a great decision. Different families, different scripts.  

We usually get to choose whether we will fulfill the scripts handed to us, but they are powerful forces in our life, 
and it is wise to pay attention to them. They reflect the wisdom of the people who know and love us. And, though 
they can be twisted and destructive, they are usually given to us in an effort to help us discover meaning and 
purpose in life, to help us navigate these big questions well.  

• What scripts have been given to you? Think in terms of education, marriage, work, family, where you live, 
hobbies, values, etc.? What have your parents and close friends expected of you? Which scripts have you 
fulfilled? Rejected?  
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• Did/Do the scripts you mention above give you a greater sense of peace and freedom as you navigate life’s big 
decisions or do you find yourself weighed down by them? How so?  

Our parents, friends, and the media are not alone in handing us a script. God has one for 
us too. Today we will explore this a bit by looking at the Bible, where he gives us his script for human flourishing.  

• As we begin our exploration of the Bible, take a moment to ponder your thoughts and attitudes towards the 
Bible. Do you know what it says pretty well? Have you found it overwhelming? Do you have some problems 
with it?  
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EXPLORING GOD’S STORY  
You can tell a lot about a story by its beginning and its ending. The first two (Genesis 1-2) and last two (Revelation 
21-22) chapters of the Bible reveal a lot about God and his purposes for us. Although they were written many 
years apart in two different languages by two different authors, they tell the same story. Take a few minutes to read 
and become (re)acquainted with these chapters.  

Everything begins with God. He is the Creator of all things. Nothing exists apart from him. It exists by his Word—he 
speaks everything into existence. And what he creates is wonderful and good!—It is well-ordered, and teeming 
with life (on the first three days things are separated and on the second three days these spaces are filled with 
energy and life). At the end of each day we are invited to celebrate— “And God saw it was good.” God’s creative 
power results in life—well-ordered, flourishing, joy- filled, life.  

But God chooses not to enjoy his creation all by himself. He decides to share it. He creates human beings to enjoy 
a special role in and relationship with his creation. We see this in two amazing things we are told about ourselves:  

First, God created us in his image (Genesis 1:26). Another part of the Bible expresses the same basic idea by 
telling us that God wants us to participate in the divine nature (2 Peter 1:4). This is God’s script for us, what human 
flourishing looks like: to become God-like...not God, but like him!  

Second, God gave human beings dominion (“rule”) over all the earth. He entrusted all the beauty and 
wonder of this planet to us! He has given us powers and capacities such as reason, perception, imagination, and 
speech by which we are able to make something of the world he made for us. Everything from the buttons on our 
shirts to the iPad on our desk are expressions of the dominion God has entrusted to us.  

What does this mean? We are kings and queens: rulers who have been given authority. Each of us has our own 
little ‘realm’ to rule. Our ‘realm’ includes all the people, things, and places that are under our influence or control, 
such as our home, our bank account, our family, our friends, our workplace, etc., anything that has our 
“fingerprints” on it. Some of us have larger realms of responsibility and some have smaller realms, but everyone 
has aspects of God’s creation to care for and oversee.  

• What are the primary ‘realms’ you have influence or even control of? Think in terms of workplaces, community 
groups, home, family, hobbies, etc.. Brainstorm and then circle the 4-5 that have been the most significant for 
you.  
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But, and this is important, we are not independent rulers. God creates us to share in his rule. He is our ‘high king’ 
and he wants the ways we ‘rule’ to reflect his rule. This is what it means to bear his image, to reflect his ways in all 
we do. Just as the result of God’s creative power was order, flourishing life, and goodness/delight, so the result of 
our exercise of dominion is meant to lead to an ordering of things that allows life to flourish and joy to grow (i.e., is 
GOOD!).  

The only way all this can happen is if we are in a close relationship with him, growing in 
his character, his love, generosity, faithfulness, patience, and wisdom through his gracious Presence with us. An 
image is dependent on the original. Likewise, we were meant to participate in a meaningful relationship with God, 
where we know him, love him, and remain true to him.  

So, the script God has given us as his image bearers is to exercise dominion over creation in ways that produces 
true goodness. We are to be good rulers who cause all that is under our care to thrive, to be well ordered and 
teeming with life. When we are fulfilling God’s script in this way, we experience deep joy. Like God we are able to 
declare, “it is good!” Notice the three intertwined strands:  

1. exercising power over creation with one another (Dominion)  

2. reflecting God through relationship with him (Image) 

3. so as to establish order, foster life, and deepen joy (Goodness)  

Fulfilling Our Purpose  

In the second chapter of Genesis, God places Adam in the Garden of Eden and tells him to “till and keep 
it” (Genesis 2:15). This is another way of saying, “exercise dominion.” We are told to “make something of it!”  

At the end of the Bible (Revelation 21-22), we find the image of the Garden again, only now, an amazingly large 
city, the New Jerusalem, surrounds the Garden. It is a glorious and majestic city, as Revelation 21 makes clear. 
Just as there was a river in the Garden of Eden (four actually) and a Tree of Life (Genesis 2), so there is a river in 
the middle of the New Jerusalem and on its banks is the tree of life (Revelation 22).  

God’s purpose for humanity has been fulfilled: the Garden has been tilled and kept. It has been cultivated. It has 
been ‘ruled’ such that a fabulous city has been established around it. It is well-ordered, teeming with life, and full of 
joy. God’s intent for his image to be expressed through the dominion of humanity - introduced in Genesis 1 and 2 - 
is fulfilled in Revelation 21-22. Something good, beautiful, and true has been made of the world God made for us.  

This vision at the end of the Bible invites us to participate in the building of the city. Through our labor in this world, 
we are meant to bring forth the kind of goodness and beauty that we hope will be present in the eternal city, the 
New Jerusalem.  
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What has been the impact/outcome of the 4-5 most significant ‘realms’ you have authority over or influence 
within?  

The Significance of God’s Story 

God created us to share in his delight, the goodness of all that he has made. And he delights in us. He delights in 
all the creative ways we utilize our capacities to make something good and true and beautiful of the world he 
made. He delights in our exploration of art and literature and technology. The Bible’s script for our lives is an 
invitation to know deep and abiding joy, the delight our heavenly Father has in us.  
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How has your ‘rule’ over these realms affected you? How have 
they brought you joy? How have they shaped your character?  

What goodness, truth, or beauty has been extended through them 
to others?  

  

As you look at the 4-5 most significant ‘realms’ under your care, 
which ones do you delight in? Which ones are less joyful to you? 
Why?  

Are there other ‘realms’ you would like to be able to invest your 
talents and abilities in? Different relationships, careers, hobbies, 
studies, etc that you feel God might be calling you to pursue now or 
in the future?  

  



In Revelation 21:26 we are told, “People will bring into it [the New Jerusalem] the glory and honor of the nations.” 
The heavenly, eternal city will be filled with the treasures of our earthly, transient culture, the splendor of things we 
have made in our brief lives on this earth.  

Christians in earlier ages built the great cathedrals of Europe. Most cathedrals were not completed in the lifetime of 
the people who began working on them. But they invested themselves in these glorious building projects as an 
expression of their desire to contribute to the everlasting glory of God, even if they never got to see the end result.  

In a similar way, you are contributing to the great ‘cathedral’ God is building, the New Jerusalem. Cathedral-
building took many years and many hands. Although you may never fully comprehend how your efforts in life have 
contributed to the overall glory of God, in the end, you will discover that you have played a role. Whether it is the 
way you raised a family, the way you built homes, the way you cared for the poor, the way you taught children, or 
whatever it is that you have given yourself to doing in this life, your work in this life can be a small, yet vital 
contribution to the glory of the eternal city, the New Jerusalem.  

Our work in this life will carry on through eternity as an enduring expression of God’s glorious joy revealed through 
us.  

Our desire is to come alongside you in this effort, to help you hear and obey his invitation to participate in his great 
work.  

• Do you know that God delights in you and the work you have given yourself to in life? Why or why not?  

WEAVING THE STORIES TOGETHER  
As you have read and thought this all through today, it may have felt a bit overwhelming. Me...a King? A Queen? 
Building cathedrals? Causing goodness and truth and beauty to flourish?  

You may realize that there is no way you can fulfill God’s script, that you do not exercise this kind of responsibility 
very well. As we will see in our next lesson, we all fall woefully short of God’s intention.  

We cannot fulfill the script through our own efforts. Thankfully, he has provided the means for the script to be 
fulfilled for us through Jesus. In Jesus, the meaning and purpose of our life is fulfilled, because he is the true King! 
Under his rule, ‘cathedrals’ are built, order triumphs over chaos, life swallows up death, and joy never fades. There 
is great peace and freedom in knowing him!  

This curriculum is meant to help us understand and experience God’s work of fulfilling his script in our lives through 
Jesus. We will invest a fair amount of time in this process together as we discuss important questions, wrestle with 
trusting God to be who he has said he is, and practice some behaviors that promote our growth in his character. 
We believe you have something significant to contribute to the ongoing story of God...we hope you believe it too!  

• Having completed this chapter, what are your thoughts? Are you more excited about what you are doing with 
your life right now? Less? Do you have a bunch of questions? Are you overwhelmed? Jot down your responses 
and take a few minutes to offer them up to God in prayer.  
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TRIAD DISCUSSION 
1. What “scripts” have been given to you? How has this affected your life? Which scripts do you like? Which 

scripts do not like? 

2. How have you generally approached the Bible? Have you every thought of the Bible as God’s script?  

3. Read Genesis 1:28-30. What does this script tell us about God’s plan for humanity? 

4. Building Cathedrals takes a long time, and those who start the process don’t live to see it completed. How 
might the work we’ve been given to do be like building a cathedral? 

5. Read Psalm 8. What does this Psalm tell us about God’s relationship with and purpose for humanity?  
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