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SESSION 4: JESUS KNOCKING—RECONCILIATION   

If you want a job done right, do it yourself. 

Work hard. Play hard. 

Fool me once, shame on you; fool me twice, shame on me. 

Laughter is the best medicine. 

We are exposed to countless words and phrases like these throughout our lives. Some are so ingrained in our 
family, among our friends, or at our workplace that they become personal “mottos” or “slogans” for us. These 
mottos can influence us significantly. They can come to define our sense of what is good and right in life. 

• Take a moment to think through some of the “mottos” that have been embraced in your family, among your 
friends, or at your workplace. (They may be spoken or unspoken, and they may not be popular phrases...just 
patterns of thought that were/ are significant). Write down at least three. 

We are not only influenced by mottos, but also by the ways we are described by other people. We might be told 
often how beautiful we are, or how stupid. We might be encouraged to see ourselves as athletic or as lazy. 
Whatever people say about us profoundly affects our sense of self, our identity. 

• Write down 4-5 words or phrases that have shaped your sense of identity. 

 This material is adapted with permission from the Rev. Rob Paris, rector of Church of the Advent, Denver, Colorado. 1
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Recognizing the messages that have been spoken over us is important. Despite what we were told as kids, words 
really can hurt us. They can warp our vision of life and of our identity. But, words can also do us real good. Indeed, 
they can change our life. In this lesson and the next we will explore words that redefine and reorient everything: the 
story of God’s work to save the world, the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ 

The gospel is more than something we profess faith in at one point in our life. We never grow beyond the gospel. 
Our whole life from beginning to end is defined by it. 

At its most simple, the gospel can be reduced to four words: “Jesus Christ is Lord.” The gospel is all about Jesus, 
who he is and what he has done for us in the past, is doing in us in the present, and will do for us in the future. It is 
not about who we are and what we do, but about him (see 2 Corinthians 4:4-5). 

In the Old Testament God promised to send an anointed one to save his people (a “Christ”). Jesus came into the 
world in accordance with God’s eternal plan. He is the fulfillment of the larger story of God that begins in Genesis 
with the creation of the world and concludes in Revelation with the re-creation of the world. And God’s eternal plan 
is salvation through his grace (good given beyond what is deserved). In Jesus, this grace is put into action. His life, 
death and resurrection bring the story of sin and death to an end and open up a new story, the story of 
reconciliation (forgiveness and healing of relationship) and restoration (making things new—particularly the image 
of God in humanity and setting things right in the world). 

Where we sinned, corrupting our dominion over creation and separating ourselves from God, Jesus remained 
faithful. He lived the life we were meant to live by remaining obedient to God in all he said and did (Philippians 
2:5-8). In him, God’s righteous expectations for humanity are fulfilled. 

As the Son of God who took on human flesh, Jesus took our sin upon himself, letting the crushing weight of our 
sin fall upon him. Dying the death we deserved to die because of our sin, Jesus broke the power of sin by taking 
the consequences of our sin on himself (Romans 5:8-10). In him we are forgiven. On the third day, Jesus returned 
from the land of shadows, the dark valley of death. Death could not hold him, because he did not deserve to die. 
And in opening up the tomb, Jesus opened the way to eternal life (Romans 6:23). In him, we will be raised to 
eternal life as well. 

All of this is why we call Jesus “Lord.” In fulfillment of God’s eternal plan, through his life, death, and resurrection, 
Jesus has been given all authority in heaven and earth (Matthew 28:18). In him, through his gracious rule, all things 
are made new. 

Although, because of our sin we have been separated from God and we no longer exercise dominion over 
creation properly as image bearers, through God’s grace, revealed and fulfilled in Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection, we are reconciled to God (forgiven and accepted) and we are restored as rulers over creation. 

This is just a thumbnail sketch of the gospel. But, with this basic understanding in view, we are going to explore 
the significance of the gospel for our lives. This lesson focuses on reconciliation and the next on restoration. 
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The Gospel: Reconciliation 

We all long for people with whom we can let down our guard, laugh deeply, or shed tears. We treasure the 
experience of knowing and being known. To know ourselves through the eyes of someone who loves us is life-
altering. When we are with such people life is good. When we think of them, we may smile without thinking about 
it. 

God created us to know and enjoy him deeply as well. In the book of Revelation, Jesus tells John to write letters to 
seven churches. The last of these letters is written to the church in Laodicea. Here is part of what he has to say: 
“Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to you and eat 
with you, and you with me” (Rev. 3:20). 

Some of our best memories happen around a table, eating with friends and family. Jesus uses this image because 
he wants to enjoy a close relationship with us, the kind that involves connecting around a kitchen table. This is 
God’s heart, which is expressed in one of the titles for Jesus: “Immanuel” (God-with-us). 

 

When you hear the phrase “personal relationship with God” what comes into your mind? To what degree do these 
thoughts reflect your experience? 

 

As we have discussed, we do not naturally enjoy a close relationship with God. We are isolated and cut off from 
him by our sin (as the four walls illustration from last lesson reminds us). We struggle to know and love and obey 
him. One key component of the gospel addresses this problem: reconciliation. 

Reconciliation involves the renewal of relationship through mercy and grace. Through the gospel we are able to 
know, and love, and obey the God who spun off galaxies and yet cares for each hair on our head. And Jesus is 
the means by which we know God and are reconciled to him. Two images in the New Testament give vivid 
expression to the glories of our reconciliation to God: union and adoption. 
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Union 

When we unite two things together, we make it possible for an exchange and co-mingling to take place, like when 
we unite people in marriage or plunge iron in fire. When such a union takes place, a real change happens. Married 
couples intertwine their lives, their property, their relationships, in ways that profoundly affect both parties. When 
iron is plunged into fire, it takes on the heat, and even the color of the fire. It is changed, and becomes moldable. 

Likewise, the gospel proclaims that a real union has taken place between God and humanity. Our reconciliation 
with God begins in the womb of Mary, where God is united with humanity in his very being. In time and space, 
God became one of us. In Jesus, God and humanity are already reconciled, united, never to be separated. 

Not only does God unite himself with humanity in Jesus, but through the Holy Spirit, he unites himself with us 
personally as well. This union is publicly expressed and conferred in baptism. Just as a bride and groom are united 
through a wedding, so those who trust in Christ are united with him through baptism.  

“We have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, so we might walk in newness of life. For if we are united with him in a death like his, we will certainly 
be united with him in a resurrection like his” (Romans 6:4-5). 

Through union, Christ does not stand apart from us, someone we merely admire or seek to emulate. Christ has 
united himself with us, such that who he is and what he has done is ours, not just on paper, but in reality. We are 
irons plunged into his fire. Our identity and nature is transformed. What is his has become ours and what is ours 
has become his. Because he is united with God, we are united with God. His life is our life. His death is our death. 
His resurrection is our resurrection. In him, we are forgiven.  

“If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation!” (2 Corinthians 5:17) 
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If what is Christ’s has become yours and what is yours has become 
Christ’s, what aspects of your life (sin, weakness, confusion, wounds, 
etc.) do you want to give over to him today?  

What realities of his life (righteousness, strength, peace, love, joy, 
etc.) do you want to receive from him today?  



Adoption 

When a child is adopted, his or her identity and future is changed. They receive a new name, enter new 
relationships and are given new opportunities. An orphan’s whole world is affected: their beliefs, values, hopes. 
Through our sin, we have become estranged from God. We have lost connection with our Father. Jesus came to 
give us a home. In him, we are adopted into God’s family. 

As God’s Son, he fulfilled the intimacy we were meant to have with God. Throughout his life, he knew the intimacy 
of a Son with his Father, without any trace of discord or sin. And through Jesus we are adopted into the Father-
Child relationship God the Father and God the Son have known and enjoyed through all eternity. Look at Galatians 
4:4-7: 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son... so that we might receive adoption as children. And 
because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts crying, “Abba, Father!” So you are no 
longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 

Having been united with Christ, we get to participate in Jesus’ relationship with the Father. He sees us the same 
way he sees Jesus, with the same love, the same joy, the same care. We are now heirs: the riches of all God’s 
house belong to us as his children. What Jesus is by nature (Son of God) we have become by grace (adopted 
children of God). Jesus’ intimacy with God has become our intimacy with God. 

What all this means is that our hope and our standing before God is not dependent on our actions, emotions, or 
thoughts. It is dependent on his grace. He has united himself with us. We can no longer be separated from his 
love. He has adopted us. We will not be abandoned. 

• What does it mean to be someone’s child? To be God’s child? 
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In what ways have you been living and thinking like a child of God?  In what ways have you been living and thinking more like an 
orphan?  

  



Our Struggle to Believe: Our Ongoing Experience of Separation 

Believing the gospel does not mean we will always feel close to Jesus. Earlier, we considered the good news of 
Jesus knocking on the door in Revelation 3:20. And yet, this verse addresses a problem: Jesus is outside. Look at 
the preceding verses: 

I know your works; you are neither cold nor hot. I wish that you were either cold or hot. So, because you are 
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I am about to spit you out of my mouth. For you say, ‘I am rich, I have 
prospered and I need nothing.’ You do not realize that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind and naked. Therefore, 
I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire so that you may be rich; and white robes to clothe you and to 
keep the shame of your nakedness from being seen; and salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see. I reprove 
and discipline those whom I love. Be earnest, therefore, and repent. (Revelation 3:15-19) 

• What are some of the most profound challenges you face in your relationship with God—questions, feelings, 
experiences that make you feel disconnected? 

Unfortunately, this passage is often poorly understood. People think the Laodiceans’ (and therefore, us) simply 
need to get “hot,” that is, “passionate” or more fully “committed.” But, this is not what Jesus says. 

Certainly, their temperature is a problem. They are lukewarm. When you are cold or hot, you are different from the 
surrounding environment. Something has affected you. When you are lukewarm, you are “room temperature,” 
unaffected. But, notice, Jesus does not tell them to become hot. He is good with them being hot or cold. He just 
wants them to be changed, whether by becoming cold (deeply peaceful) or hot (emboldened with hope and 
desire). 

Their temperature signifies a deeper problem. The Laodiceans’ say, “I am rich, I have prospered and need 
nothing.” But, Jesus counters, “You do not realize that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind and naked.” Their 
real problem is they are stuck in lies of self- righteousness and ingratitude. They are not trusting in Jesus, but 
themselves. 

Like the Laodiceans, we can easily forget how utterly dependent on Jesus we are. As the image of the four walls 
that we considered in the last lesson reminds us, we can become stuck in lies that blind us to the truth of the 
gospel too. The words and phrases that we hear regularly from people we love and trust play a big role in the way 
we see God, ourselves and the world. Any thought or feeling that does not align with who we are in Christ is a lie. 
Some may be mere temptations, meaning they pop up in our head, but we do not really believe them. Others may 
take root and cause us to have a hard time believing the gospel. 

Notice what Jesus actually calls the Laodiceans to do in Revelation 3—to stop trusting in themselves and trust in 
him. He calls them to receive from him the “gold” (riches of salvation), “white robes” (forgiveness), and “salve” (the 
healing of sight that enables us to know the truth) that they need. Or to use the vivid imagery Jesus employs: they 
are to turn away from their self-deception and trust him by opening the door to him. This image, “The Door” is our 
next image of the Christian life. 
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This image combines the door from Revelation 3 with the basic 
elements of the gospel because, in inviting them to open the door, 
Jesus is calling the Laodiceans to believe the gospel again. It is the 
truth of who Jesus is, and who we are in him that sets us free from 
the lies and deceptions that bind us. 

Reflect upon any lies that you have come to realize are hindering 
your trust in the gospel. Give particular attention to the mottos and 
identity-forming words and phrases you identified at the beginning 
of this lesson, but don’t stop there. Write down all the lies and 
distorted ideas (or even feelings) you recognize are affecting you in 
the space below. 

Jesus saw beyond the lies of the Laodiceans; he knew the depths of their sin, their pride, their shame; and he still 
wanted in! We do not need to “pretty ourselves up” for Jesus. He wants us as we are. He wants in on all our mess 
and weakness and struggle. Wherever we are, whatever we are doing, he stands at the door and knocks. This is 
what the Christian life boils down to: welcoming Jesus into our thoughts and desires, our struggles and fears, our 
ambitions and our actions, again and again by trusting in who he is, what he has done, and what he has 
promised. 
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• Next to each lie above, write the truth of the gospel, focusing on the truth of who Christ is and who you are in 
him. As you trust in the truth of the gospel, you are opening the door to Jesus and letting him be for you who he 
truly is. 

Truly, the gospel is good news: We have been eternally united with God in Christ. We are God’s adopted sons and 
daughters. We are not prodigals or orphans. We shall not be abandoned. Indeed, nothing can separate us from 
God’s love in Christ Jesus our Lord (see Romans 8:37-39). Lord, we believe. Help our unbelief! 

• As you look at your life today, what affect is the gospel having on you? Are you hot (stirred up), cold (moved to 
deep rest and contentment) or lukewarm (unaffected)? Why? 

Questions for Triad 

1. Discuss some of the mottoes you heard growing up that shaped how you viewed what’s right and good in life. 

2. How does the Gospel help redefine what you view is right and good in life? 

3. How do the images of adoption and union reveal the Gospel? How can the truth of our adoption and union 
with Christ give us greater security and freedom? 

4. What was the problem with the Laodiceans? How does the image of a door reveal the Gospel invitation?
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